
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

REL 395 Selected Topics in Religion: The Letter to the Romans 

REL 490 Research in Religion: The Letter to the Romans 
Fall 2019 

Monday and Wednesday 2:30–3:45 pm 

 

 

Contact Information 

Professor: Roy R. Jeal, Ph.D. 

Office: Room 306 

Telephone: 204-924-4874 

E-mail: roy_jeal@boothuc.ca 

 

Territory Acknowledgement 
 

I would like to acknowledge that we are on Treaty One territory in the heart of the Métis Nation. 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday 10:30 am–noon 

Wednesday 10:30 am–noon 

Friday  1:00–2:00 pm (exceptions) 

Or when I’m in the office 

Or by appointment. Contact me by email. 

 

1. Description 
 

This course is a detailed study of Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Course content is led by 

careful analysis of the text, including consideration of relevant literary, socio-cultural, 

sociorhetorical and theological features. Romans is not viewed as an abstract theological 

treatise, but as a letter to real people to whom Paul, for particular reasons, wished to 

explain his understanding of the gospel of Christ as the salvific righteousness of God for 

Jews and Gentiles. 

 

Credit Hours: 3 

Prerequisite: REL 100 and two REL 200 courses or permission of the instructor 

Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline: 1 November 2019 

Time Extension Application Deadline: 22 November 2019 
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2. Objectives 
 

Students will gain knowledge of the content, structure, narration, argument, language, 

meaning and persuasiveness of the Letter to the Romans that they will articulate in 

written and spoken language. This understanding will be foundational for further study of 

the letter, and of Paul and his theology. Because there are a small number of students in 

this course we will do much of our work in seminar style. Through the material covered 

in class sessions, reading and written assignments, students will: 

 

 gain a detailed understanding of the content of Romans; 

 gain knowledge of critical issues and interpretive approaches to Romans; 

 gain an understanding of the intention, goals, and argumentation of Romans; 

 investigate the development, imagery, and nuances of language and theology in 

Romans; 

 learn and practice analytical and interpretive skills. 

 

This course aims toward the fulfillment of a number of Booth University College 

Learning Outcomes expectations. These include the following:  

1. Christian Worldview. The course aims students toward a critically informed 

understanding of Christian faith and of a Christian worldview. 

2. Passion For Learning. The course aims toward the development of a passion for 

learning. 

3. Critical Inquiry. The course will guide students toward a critical understanding of 

the Letter to the Romans, it meaning and rhetorical power. 

4. Communications Skills. The course aims to help students to be able to present 

information clearly and convincingly. 

 

3. Textbooks 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible 

 

Johnson, Luke Timothy. Reading Romans: A Literary and Theological Commentary. 

Macon: Smyth and Helwys, 2001. ISBN 9781573122764 

 

Gaventa, Beverley Roberts. When in Romans: An Invitation to Linger with the Gospel 

According to Paul. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2016. ISBN 9781540960719 

 

Browse the Bible Odyssey website (http://www.bibleodyssey.org/) to gain familiarity 

with a wealth of material on Pauline, New Testament and related topics 

 

Some additional reading materials will be distributed in class 

 

4. Course Requirements 
 

 Attendance at all class sessions. 



 Possession of a NRSV Bible in all class sessions. This is a mandatory requirement. If 

you do not have a Bible the class session cannot proceed. 

 Completion of all assignments on time. Penalty for late submissions is 5% per day. 

All assignments are mandatory. 

 Assignments: 

 1.  Read the entire text of Romans once each week. These readings must be 

 completed prior to the Monday class sessions. These readings of the 

primary text are to be seen as critical for the course. 

2. Read all of Johnson, Reading Romans, according to the schedule in the Course 

Outline.  Feel free to read ahead in advance of the Course Outline. Read other 

research material as assigned. 

Prepare and submit a review of Gaventa, When in Romans. Your review should be 

descriptive, interactive, and evaluative. Some sample reviews will be provided. 

Due 8 October. 

3. Prepare a bibliography of secondary materials on Romans which you will use for 

research for your course paper. Your Bibliography should have a minimum of six 

commentaries, six articles, and six monographs on Romans. These items must be 

academic works, not popular level works. Your bibliography must be submitted 

using correct style as indicated in the SBL Handbook of Style (https://www.sbl-

site.org/assets/pdfs/pubs/SBLHSsupp2015-02.pdf)  Due 13 November. 

4.  Prepare and submit an essay in which you provide a full interpretation of a 

selected passage from Romans. Consult with the professor regarding your choice 

of passage.  Your paper must be submitted in clear and full language and accord 

with the SBL Handbook of Style. There are no page or word limits for this 

assignment. Cover the structure, narration, and argument of the passage.  Due 2 

December. 

5. Papers must be prepared according to appropriate academic style: double-spaced; 

numbered pages; Times New Roman font size 12; correctly formatted 

bibliography and footnotes; correct structure, grammar and spelling. 

 Participation. Students are expected to participate in the seminar style classes. Come 

to class prepared by reading and considering the ideas Romans presents. 

 

5. Grading 
 

 Review  30% 

 Bibliography 20% 

 Essay  40% 

 Participation 10%   

 

Letter Grades and Grade Points 

 

A+ (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, 

exceptional organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a strong grasp 

of the subject matter with sound critical evaluations; an extensive knowledge base. 

https://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/pubs/SBLHSsupp2015-02.pdf
https://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/pubs/SBLHSsupp2015-02.pdf


A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an strong grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations; an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good 

organization, demonstrated to analysis and synthesis; a very good grasp of the subject 

matter; good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues; very 

good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence 

of critical capacity and analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues 

under examination; good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Adequate performance with evidence of a grasp of the subject matter; 

evidence of critical capacity and analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant 

issues; familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C (2.0) Marginally Adequate performance with evidence of a basic grasp of the subject 

matter; evidence of basic critical capacity, a basic ability to develop solutions to simple 

problems; basic familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject 

matter and evidence that marginal critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F (0) Inadequate performance without evidence of even understanding of the subject 

matter; little evidence of critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the 

literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

 

6. Academic Integrity 

 

Note the Booth University College Statement on Academic Integrity: 

 

“It is a serious offense to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the 

work was done by some other person (plagiarism).  Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 

examinations or term tests…is subject to serious academic penalty that may include loss 

of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal from the 

College, or other serious consequences.  … To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of 

another person and pass them off as one’s own.  In short, it is stealing something 

intangible rather than an object.  Obviously it is not necessary to state the source of well 

known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to acknowledge the sources of 

ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted directly or 

paraphrased” (2019–2020 Academic Calendar, p. 22). 

   

7.  Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones 

 

We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused 

engagement between professors and fellow students.  As such, electronic devices are 

allowed in the classroom only for the purposes of course instruction.  The use of 

computers, the internet (including email), downloaded material, or other electronic 

devices such as cell phones require the express permission of the professor.  Social 

networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and other related activities are not 

allowed in Booth classrooms.  The use of personal computers and other electronic 



devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the discretion of the 

professor (2019–2020 Academic Calendar, p. 30). 

 

Sound on all devices must be turned off during classes. 

 

 

  



8. Policy on Unclaimed Work 

 

Students are responsible to claim all term work, assignments or tests.  Any term work not 

claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of the final 

exam period for the term for which the work was assigned.  At the conclusion of this time 

all unclaimed work will be destroyed in accord with FIPPA guidelines. 

 

9. Course Outline 

 

Reading Week 13–19 October 

No Class 25 November 

 

 

Week 1 Introduction to the course 

Introduction to Romans 

Reading:  Johnson ix-xii, 1-17 

 

Weeks 1-2 Romans 1:1-17 

Reading:  Johnson 18-29 

 

Weeks 3-4 Romans 1:18-3:20 

Reading:  Johnson 30-49 

 

Weeks 5-6 Romans 3:21-5:21 

Reading:  Johnson 50-63, 64-93 

 

Weeks 6-7 Romans 6:1-7:25 

Reading:  Johnson 94-115 

 

Week 8 Romans 8:1-39 

Reading:  Johnson 116-138 

 

Weeks 9-10 Romans 9:1-11:36 

Reading:  Johnson 139-175 

 

Weeks 11-12 Romans 12:1-15:13 

Reading:  Johnson 176-194 

 

Week 12 Romans 15:14-16:27 

Reading:  Johnson 196-224 

  Drawing it together:  The Message Conveyed by Romans 

Conclusion to the course 

 

 


